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The CelebraTion and blessing of a Marriage

prelude
Prelude and Fugue in G, BWV 541 Johann Sebastian Bach
Hornpipe from Water Music G. F. Handel
Canon in D Johann Pachelbel

seaTing of The MoThers and grandMoThers 
and proCession of The grooM

Promenade from Pictures at an Exhibition Modest Mussorgsky

proCession of The bridal parTy and bride

Down a Country Lane Aaron Copland; arr. Erik Suter
When the wedding party is in place, Canon Huber addresses the congregation and says

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to witness and bless the 
joining together of this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony. 

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual 
joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is 
God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of 
the Lord. Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, 
deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted.

Into this holy union Andrew Gordon Martin and Julie Ciamporcero Avetta now come to be 
joined. If any of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; or 
else for ever hold your peace.

Canon Huber addresses Andrew and Julie, saying
I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either of you know any 
reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance with God’s Word, 
you do now confess it.
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The deClaraTions of ConsenT

Addressing Julie, Canon Huber continues
Julie, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? 
Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking 
all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Julie answers
I will.

Addressing Andrew, Canon Huber asks
Andrew, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage? 
Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking 
all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

Andrew answers
I will.

Canon Huber asks the congregation
Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in 
their marriage?

The people respond enthusiastically
We will.

The MinisTry of The word

Canon Huber invites the congregation to prayer, saying
The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Canon Huber Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and female in your image: Look 
mercifully upon Andrew and Julie who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them 
with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the 
promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All Amen.
The congregation may be seated.
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The firsT reading Ecclesiastes 3:1–13
Melinda Merkel Iyer, reader

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and 
a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and 
a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a 
time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and 
a time for peace.

What gain have the workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to 
everyone to be busy with. He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put 
a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from 
the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and 
enjoy themselves as long as they live; moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink 
and take pleasure in all their toil. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The seCond reading Looking For Your Face
Rachel Diamond, reader

From the beginning of my life I have been looking for your face, but today I have seen it. 
Today I have seen the charm, the beauty, the unfathomable grace of the face that I was looking 
for. Today I have found you, and those who laughed and scorned me yesterday are sorry that 
they were not looking as I did. I am bewildered by the magnificence of your beauty, and wish 
to see you with a hundred eyes. My heart has burned with passion and has searched forever for 
this wondrous beauty that I now behold. I am ashamed to call this love human, and afraid of 
God to call it divine. Your fragrant breath, like the morning breeze, has come to the stillness 
of the garden. You have breathed new life into me. I have become your sunshine, and also your 
shadow. Every fiber of my being is in love with you. Your effulgence has lit a fire in my heart, 
and you have made radiant for me the earth and sky. My arrow of love has arrived at the target. 
I am in the house of mercy, and my heart is a place of prayer.

Jalaluddin Rumi
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QuaM dileCTa Chris Dudley, countertenor Jean-Philippe Rameau

Quam dilecta tabernacula tua, Domine virtutum! Concupiscit et defecit anima mea in atria 
Domini. 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and longing for the 
courts of the Lord. [The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may 
lay her young; by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. Happy are 
the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. Those who go 
through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the early rains have covered it 
with pools of water. For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
For the Lord God is both sun and shield;  he will give grace and glory; no good thing will the 
Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put 
their trust in you!]

Psalm 8�

All stand.

The holy gospel Matthew 7:21, 24–29
Canon Huber announces the Gospel, saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. Everyone then who hears these words 
of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 
had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act 
on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

Canon Huber The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
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The hoMily Canon Huber

The Marriage

Andrew, facing Julie and taking her right hand in his, says
In the Name of God, I, Andrew take you, Julie, to be my wife, to have and to hold from this 
day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and 
to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Then they loose their hands, and Julie, still facing Andrew, takes his right hand in hers, and says
In the Name of God, I, Julie, take you, Andrew, to be my husband, to have and to hold from 
this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

They loose their hands. Canon Huber asks God’s blessing on the rings saying
Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which Andrew and Julie have bound 
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Andrew places the ring on the ring-finger of Julie’s hand and says
Julie, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, I 
honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Julie places the ring on the ring-finger of Andrew’s hand and says
Andrew, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I have, 
I honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Then Canon Huber joins the right hands of husband and wife and says
Now that Julie and Andrew have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the 
joining of hands and the giving and receiving of a ring, I pronounce that they are husband and 
wife, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.
The congregation responds enthusiastically, saying

Amen.
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The Bride and Groom come before the altar.

The prayers

The congregation responds “Amen” to each petition. Canon Huber begins by saying
Let us pray.

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and giver of all grace: Look 
with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave his life, and especially 
upon this man and this woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony. Amen. 

Peter Kaplan
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to 
the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion 
in joy. Amen. 

Jessica Lillie
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that 
they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen.

Patrick Carroll
Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to 
seek each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen. 

Daniel List 
Make their life together a sign, that unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, 
and joy conquer despair. Amen. 

Nora Glaser
Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage of children, and the grace to bring them 
up to know you, to love you, and to serve you. Amen. 

Jessica Scott
Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they may reach out in love and 
concern for others. Amen. 

Melanie Sweeney
Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives strengthened 
and their loyalties confirmed. Amen. 
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Canon Huber
Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, who created joy and gladness, groom and 
bride, mirth, song, delight and rejoicing, love and harmony and peace and companionship. 
Lord our God, may there ever be heard in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem 
voices of joy and gladness, voices of groom and bride, the jubilant voices of those joined in 
marriage under the bridal canopy, the voices of young people feasting and singing. Blessed are 
You, Lord, who causes the groom to rejoice with his bride. Amen. 

From the Sheva Brachot

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your children are united one to 
another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that your will may 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy Spirit, you 
live and reign in perfect unity, now and for ever. Amen. 

The blessing of The Marriage

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come 
among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the cross to be the way of life. 
We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of man and woman in his Name. By the power 
of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon this man and this woman. 
Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for each other be a 
seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless 
them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their 
joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them 
to that table where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; 
that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come have life everlasting. 
Amen.

The peaCe

Canon Huber The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
The congregation is invited to exchange a sign of peace to one and all.
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offerTory hyMn - 376 Sung by all.
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee Ludwig van Beethoven

The holy CoMMunion

The greaT Thanksgiving The people stand

Canon Huber The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Canon Huber Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Canon Huber Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the love of wife and husband, you have given us an image of the heavenly Jerusalem, 
adorned as a bride for her bridegroom, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who loves her and 
gave himself for her, that he might make the whole creation new.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”

Canon Huber Therefore according to his command, O Father,
All We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The lord’s prayer

Canon Huber continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



The breaking of The bread

Canon Huber Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Canon Huber invites the congregation to Communion, saying

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Beginning with the Bridal Party, the congregation is invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion. All 
may receive Holy Communion, or the people may come forward, crossing their arms over their chests, indicating 
that they would like to receive a blessing.

MusiC during The CoMMunion
Variations on La Folia A. Vivaldi

When all have received Holy Communion, Canon Huber invites the congregation to stand, and says
Let us pray.

O God, the giver of all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give 
you thanks for binding us together in these holy mysteries of the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Julie 
and Andrew, now joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and 
soul, live in fidelity and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared 
for all who love you; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Canon Huber dismisses the congregation, saying
Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

reTiring proCession
Prelude and Fugue in B Marcel Dupré

posTlude

The congregation is invited to follow the Wedding Party as they leave the Choir, exiting through the south transept 
where there will be a receiving line. The reception will begin at DAR Constitution Hall at �:�0.  

We are overjoyed that you have traveled from near and far to share this wonderful occasion 
with us. we are grateful for your presence in our lives and we are honored that you have 
joined us as we begin our married life.

Andrew & Julie


